
AP Literature and Composition FAQs 
Instructor: Carolyn Chase     Email: cchase@jeffco.k12.co.us    Please feel free to email me with any questions. 

 

How much homework can I 

expect? 
Homework for this class will predominantly be reading.  

Typically students will have anywhere from 35-45 pages 

of reading as a reading assignment.  The reading load 

can depends on the text we are reading. The dramas 

tend to have shorter reading assignments while novels 

tend to have longer reading assignments.  Students are 

responsible for reading responses that pair with their 

reading assignments, as well. 

 

What do we read and am I 

obligated to purchase the texts? 
We read a variety of novels, plays, and poetry.  I 

strongly advise that you purchase SOME of the texts, 

and some will be supplied to you in class. If purchasing a 

text is an issue for you whatsoever, I am happy to 

supply you with what you need.  We do not use a test 

prep book.  Students will create a portfolio each 

semester that will house all of the work they have 

focused on for each text, and function as their review 

tool for the exam. 

 

Is there a summer assignment? 
Yes, there is a summer assignment.  It is important that 

students continue to read and think about literature 

throughout the summer in order to maintain 

momentum for the school year.  You will be asked to 

read one piece of literature and respond in some way to 

that literature, and choose an additional work from the 

New York Times Best Seller List to read.   

Is the class challenging? 
This class is designed as a college level class for seniors 

preparing to leave high school behind them.  We move 

at a fast and invigorating pace, and discuss relevant, 

provocative issues that arise in the literature we study.  

As the quotes above outline, we dive deeply into ideas 

that explore what it means to be human, and ask how 

these writers are able to convey these ideas to us.  

Students are asked to think critically both verbally and 

in writing. The skills we practice apply not only to 

literature, but to the analysis of any complex text or 

issue. 

 

Should I take this class if I don’t 

like English or do not plan to 

major in English in college? 
Literature teaches us about people who are different 

than us, while simultaneously uniting us as humans.  

These are ideas that all citizens of this world need to 

explore.  Additionally, this class is designed not only to 

prepare you for the AP exam in May, but for college in 

general.  We will practice skills in this class that will 

prepare you for a wide variety of college classes.  

Critical thinking is a universally necessary skill. 
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